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On Oct. 17 in La Paz, Mining Minister Gonzalo Valda told reporters that the Bolivian government
will attempt to obtain a larger export quota at the Oct. 21-22 ministerial conference of the
Association of Tin Producer Nations (ATPN) in Canberra (Australia). Bolivia ranks as the world's
fifth largest tin producer. Association member-nations include Australia, Bolivia, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Nigeria, Thailand and Zaire. Brazil and China, the first and third largest tin producers,
respectively, were expected to participate in the conference as observers. At the October 1990
conference in Bolivia, ministers reached consensus on reducing global tin exports by 6% in 1991,
to a total 95,849 metric tons. Brazil and China in turn agreed to limit respective exports to 39,010
and 15,000 MT, respectively. Bolivia's export quota for 1991 totals 11,600 MT, up from 9,600 MT in
1990. According to Valda, an increased quota for 1992 is justified on the ground of compensating
for the shut- down of Brazil's Bom Futuro mine. The world's largest tin mine at 30,000 MT per year,
was closed by the Brazilian government in the interest of environmental conservation. Association
ministers may choose instead to take advantage of the Bom Futuro closing to reduce a chronic
oversupply of tin on world markets, estimated at about 40,000 MT. The excess is blamed on black
market sales coming from several producer nations (mainly Brazil), and periodic strategic reserve
liquidation by the US government's General Services Administration (GSA). World market prices
currently average between US$2.50 and US$2.60 per pound. (Basic data from AFP, 10/17/91)
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